AGENCY NEWS
WINTER 2017
EDITION

. : l ] H______‘::*__.,b_ﬁ_ﬁ Cambridge
.: l] 'l F? ( " -
|

,;'.

_ 'n .m: ’l" .

COMMUNITY LIVING

.' _'I

www.communitylivingcambridge.ca

VISION
People empowered through opportunities
and supports to realize their dreams.
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MISSION

Journeying together, we create opportunities
to support people with developmental disabilities
to realize their citizenship and aspirations.



Pause and take time to-appreciate ...

“I join with the Board of Directors to express our heartfelt thanks to all who are part of this family we know as
Community Living Cambridge”.
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NEWS FROM FRANKLIN CENTRE

Look at what we accomplished
together! Thank you!
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FRANKLIN CENTRE’S

WHAT’S ON CONVOY’S MIND?

Penmanship is my talent | pos-
sess more or less.

Such talent was only discovered
but truly not found. Left out for
paper.

You could say | am the paper
mate.

Quite the interesting cause po-
etry at my own will.

A new found love and passion
for sure but in the end these
words have possessed my life.

Written by Dave Convoy

SENDING OUT THE TROOPS

Bountiful lilies to my left
an army of weeds to my right.
Together they all fight for the
same reason and
play on the same team.
The roses sprout up like the king
of the jungle
but in the end they harmonize
for the very same sad reason.
That is such a beautiful silhou-
ette crying down to make up for
another full-fledged day com-
pact pressed and complete.

Written by Dave Convoy

Santa Claus Parade 2017

Best Community Float goes to CLC! (We won again!)

Best Community
and all the Volunt

itogethe : in! Frankhg,g%g;éntre to accept the 2017 i
Thank you AMJ Campbell, SEEDs Commlttee

this year’s floats. SEEDS Com-
from The Steele Group.
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wowe From One Parent to Another...
ay

“I believe the government needs to be educated and we need to be listened to help
them understand. I’m not sure how it can be achieved, but we need to try to explore
new ways to get our voices heard. ”

It’s that time of year again where we busy ourselves with all that is Christmas and
reflect on the year that has just whizzed by. It's the time of year that makes me
smile and gives me a break from the sense of always being on call to deal with the
serious issues of meeting the needs of supporting a family member with special
needs. It is the time of year to revel in the perks of having a family member with
special needs that nobody tells you about when you are first informed of your family
member’s diagnosis. Every Christmas is magical as you share the holidays enjoying
time with wonderful people you have met throughout the years, that you would
have never crossed paths with if you had not had a family member with special
needs. It's that infectious feelings of excitement and happiness that your family
member inspires with their enthusiasm for the season. And how they teach you to
appreciate the important simple things and not get caught up in the hoopla of the
holidays.

It is also a time to reflect on the events of the year that affect our loved ones quality
of life and to review our plans for next year. This year there have been significant
changes that have had huge impacts on the lives not just for our family member but
for the families as a whole. The closures of sheltered workshops without supports or
government funding has a huge negative impact. No new funding to develop fresh
options for job skill training or jobs that provide equal and inclusive opportunities in
a safe environment for people who would like to work and be a productive member
of their community is difficult to fathom.

And then on top of that comes Bill 148! The government thinks they
know what is best for our family members but they do not under-
stand all the fine details involved in the daily lives of those who live
each day supporting a family member with special needs. They do
not fully appreciate the life changing impact these sweeping changes
create. We need more options and support, not less. More over, the
families being directly affected do not always understand the issue as
they are frequently operating in survival mode and have little energy
or time to invest in translating the legal lingo or reading pages of da-
ta. The sense of frustration, exhaustion, information overload and
confusion can be paralyzing.

| believe the government needs to be educated and we need to be
listened to help them understand. I’'m not sure how it can be
achieved, but we need to try to explore new ways to get our voices
heard. It truly does take a village to raise a child and as they say “the
squeaky wheel does gets the oil”.

| will be talking with the Waterloo Regional Family Network (a group
of over 1000 members!) to discuss ways we can join together with
one clear voice and message. After the business of the holidays those
interested in joining with me in this journey can contact me.

MISSION

Paula Surdin, by a concerned Parent (pms24@sympatico.ca)

People empowered through opportunities
and supports to realize their dreams.

to suppart people with developmental disabilities
to realize their citizenship and aspirations.

Franklin Centre won
the hearts of many!

This fall, the Franklin Centre team
was nominated for a Cambridge
Chamber of Commerce Cambridge
& North Dumfries
Awards for their work on the trans-

Community

formation of ARC Industries into
the new Franklin Centre.

The team has done a tremendous
amount of work in a very short
amount of time to create an ex-
citing and a welcoming program in
our new building. While they were-
n’t selected for the award at the
award ceremony on November
28th, the rave reviews of many par-
ticipants and families and the many
letters of support show the Franklin
team are clearly winners in our
books.

By Danny W. Dir. of Community
Participation Supports

Passport Funding? STEP this way...

Community Living Cambridge offers unlimited possibilities for
those wanting participation supparts, and are in a position with)
Passport funding from the Ministry of Community and Social
Services or other financial means, to design and purchase
services,

CLC provides services to well over 500 individuals in Cambridge.
We offer a full range of established day programs to suit in-
dividual needs, ages and areas of interest. Have a book at our
listing of current STEPS modules available on our website.

Feel free to contact Christa Moniz 519-623-7490 for further

information or to design a personalized program to meet your
needs and your budget.

COMMUNITY LIVING

Cambridge

Journeying together, we create oppartunities

let{Communityllivingl€ambridgelshowiyoulthelwayltoday!

www.communitylivingcambridge.ca
519-623-7490 ext 2233 Christa Moniz
CMoniz@clcambridge.ca




CTV's ‘News at Five’ broadcast from the Cambridge Mill

“Tiffany was impressed that Marc took time to talk to her.”
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A check off the bucket list!

“Joe's favourite stance was leaning forward over the Union Station looking down at all the trains.”




Farewell to the Grass ¢
Assassins for Another Year

“Great work this season Grass Assassins!”

Community Connections and Cambridge’s
Country Girl Restaurant Salute Graeme Flynn

“I find it very rewarding to be a part of the employment process and giving back to our community.”
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Graeme with Countny/Girl Owners
Jeff Bespalko and Cathy Megalla
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Action Squad: Volunteers

“I love my job and seeing all the people here at the office.”

Action Squads are teams of
four that volunteer with vari-
ous organizations within the
community. We have action

squads at Rare, the Cam-
bridge Food Bank and Com-
munity Support Connections
doing a variety of activities
from weeding and maintain-
ing the trails to packaging
food into individual por-
tions. If you are interested in
volunteering in a group, let
Community Networks know.




Volunteer Highlight

COMMUNITY LIVING

Cambridge

. YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
VOLUNTEERS WANTED: - —— -

INSPIRE POSSIBILIES TODAY

Bingo Volunteers: We are now recruiting for 2 more Bingo fundraising vol-
unteers to help with various fundraising bingo events. We need YOU to be-
come a bingo volunteer! If you are available on Wednesday nights and Satur-
day afternoons for 2.5 hours let us know.

Bingo volunteering is fun, low stress, and above all, easy! You can do it with a
friend or co-worker. The bingo hall offers 3 training sessions each month at
various times.

Enhanced Day Programs: We are looking for volunteers help in the Franklin
Centre Day programs. Support or facilitate music programs, exercise classes
or many other programs. If you have the ability to sing, play the piano or gui-
tar, if you are a certified trainer or if you are an artist let me know. Share
your talents with us one morning or afternoon. It’s guaranteed to be a lot of
fun!




Special thanks to Anbe Photog-
raphy for these beautiful pho-

tos they are works of art!
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ayle O’ Brien of 107.5 Da
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160 Hespeler Rd.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! || Cambridge, ON
N1R 6V7
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Phone: 519 623-7490
Fax: 519 740-8073
E-mail:
info@clcambridge.ca
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https://twitter.com/
clcambridgeON

About our Newsletter:

Inspire Possibilities
If you're looking for a rewarding job with great co-workers and
competive pay, then look no further.
We are hiring part-time weekend staff. Students welcome.

. Send resume to mbugeja@clcambridge.ca
Subscribe to our Newsletter to keep you current! . ugeja@ %8

APPLY NOW




